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““(A) has a statute that allows residents of
the State to obtain licenses or permits to
carry concealed firearms; or

‘“(B) does not prohibit the carrying of con-
cealed firearms by residents of the State for
lawful purposes.

““(b) A person carrying a concealed firearm
under this section shall—

‘(1) in a State that does not prohibit the
carrying of a concealed firearms by residents
of the State for lawful purposes, be entitled
to carry such firearm subject to the same
laws and conditions that govern the specific
places and manner in which a firearm may
be carried by a resident of the State; or

‘(2) in a State that allows residents of the
State to obtain licenses or permits to carry
concealed firearms, be entitled to carry such
a firearm subject to the same laws and con-
ditions that govern specific places and man-
ner in which a firearm may be carried by a
person issued a permit by the State in which
the firearm is carried.

‘(c) In a State that allows the issuing au-
thority for licenses or permits to carry con-
cealed firearms to impose restrictions on the
carrying of firearms by individual holders of
such licenses or permits, a firearm shall be
carried according to the same terms author-
ized by an unrestricted license of or permit
issued to a resident of the State.

‘(d) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to—

‘(1) effect the permitting process for an in-
dividual in the State of residence of the indi-
vidual; or

‘(2) preempt any provision of State law
with respect to the issuance of licenses or
permits to carry concealed firearms.” .

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 44 of title 18 is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 926C the following:
¢926D. Reciprocity for the carrying of cer-

tain concealed firearms.”.

(d) SEVERABILITY.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Act, if any provision
of this section, or any amendment made by
this section, or the application of such provi-
sion or amendment to any person or cir-
cumstance is held to be unconstitutional,
this section and amendments made by this
section and the application of such provision
or amendment to other persons or cir-
cumstances shall not be affected thereby.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, the
amendment that I bring to the Senate
this evening is very simple. It ties into
the debate that was just held about
hate crimes legislation. One of the
ways you can obviously prevent crimes
from happening is to make sure that
people are able to defend themselves
against violent crimes. My amendment
would do just that.

My amendment is simple. It allows
individuals the right to carry a law-
fully concealed firearm across State
lines, while at the same time respect-
ing the laws of the host State.

This amendment is similar to my bi-
partisan stand-alone bill S. 845, which
currently has 22 cosponsors.

The second amendment provides, and
the Supreme Court held in Heller last
summer, that law-abiding Americans
have a fundamental right to possess
firearms in order to defend themselves
and their families.

Studies have shown that there is
more defensive gun use by victims than
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there are crimes committed with fire-
arms.

As such, I believe that a State’s bor-
der should not be a limit on this funda-
mental right and that law-abiding indi-
viduals should be guaranteed their sec-
ond amendment rights without com-
plication as they travel throughout the
48 States that currently permit some
form of conceal and carry.

While some States with concealed
carry laws grant reciprocity to permit-
holders from other select States, my
amendment would eliminate the con-
fusing patchwork of laws that cur-
rently exists.

This amendment would allow an indi-
vidual to carry a concealed firearm
across State lines if they either have a
valid permit or if, under their State of
residence, they are legally entitled to
do so.

After entering another State, an in-
dividual must respect the laws of the
host State as they apply to conceal and
carry permit holders, including the
specific types of locations in which
firearms may not be carried.

Reliable, empirical research shows
that States with concealed carry laws
enjoy significantly lower violent
crimes rates than those States that do
not.

For example, for every year a State
has a concealed carry law, the murder
rate declines by 3 percent, rape by 2
percent, and robberies by over 2 per-
cent.

Additionally, research shows that
“minorities and women tend to be the
ones with the most to gain from being
allowed to protect themselves.”

The benefits of conceal and carry ex-
tend to more than just the individuals
that actually carry the firearms.

Since criminals are unable to tell
who is and who is not carrying a fire-
arm just by looking at a potential vic-
tim, they are less likely to commit
crimes when they fear that they may
come in direct contact with an indi-
vidual who is armed.

This deterrent is so strong that a De-
partment of Justice study found that
40 percent of felons had not committed
crimes because they feared the pro-
spective victim was armed.

Additionally, research shows that
when unrestrictive conceal and carry
laws are passed, it not only benefits
those who are armed, but also others
like children.

My amendment, in comparison to
others being debated in the Senate,
would actually empower individuals to
protect themselves before they become
victims of a crime, instead of just pun-
ishing the perpetrators afterwards.

A great example of this occurred ear-
lier this month. Stephen Fleischman is
a 62-year-old jewelry salesman from
Mobile, AL, who often travels for busi-
ness.

On his recent business trip to Mem-
phis a group of four men, two of whom
were armed, confronted him in a park-
ing lot and tried to take his merchan-
dise.
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Instead of becoming a victim, Mr.
Fleischman, who was legally con-
cealing his firearm, was able to pull his
weapon and protect himself and his
merchandise from the four attackers.

Who knows what would have hap-
pened to Mr. Fleischman or his jewelry
if he was traveling in South Carolina
or any of the other 27 States with
which Alabama does not have reci-
procity agreements.

My amendment would alleviate this
problem, and I hope when we return
next week and we have an opportunity
to debate this amendment and to vote
upon it, my colleagues will support it
because I believe it is an important
tool for safety, for self-defense, and it
is consistent with our tradition in this
country of respect of second amend-
ment rights, allowing American citi-
zens the opportunity and the right to
defend and protect themselves.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

COMMENDING THE U.S. CAPITOL
POLICE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
would like to publicly thank the men
and women of the U.S. Capitol Police
for their bravery and heroic work dur-
ing a particularly challenging week.
Last evening after attempting a rou-
tine traffic stop, an armed man opened
fire at our officers. Despite the ex-
treme danger, these officers reacted
quickly and skillfully to ensure that
the situation did not escalate and
present danger to those in and around
the U.S. Capitol. The officers who re-
sponded willingly put their lives on the
line and we owe them our deepest
thanks. My thoughts and prayers are
with them and their families today.

We see the men and women of the
U.S. Capitol Police every day as we g0
about our business for the people of our
home States. Tasked with protecting
the iconic symbol of our democracy,
the officers of the U.S. Capitol Police
have shown a steadfast commitment to
protecting us, our staff, our constitu-
ents, and visitors. The mission state-
ment of the U.S. Capitol Police states
their dedication to protecting ‘‘the
Congress, its legislative processes,
Members, employees, visitors, and fa-
cilities from crime so it can fulfill its
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